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Abstract 

“Truly, you are a God who hides himself, O God of Israel, the Savior” (Is 45:15 

ESV). The present thesis examines the correlation of Deus absconditus and Deus manifestus 

in the mysteries of Christ as developed by Thomas Aquinas in the Tertia Pars of the Summa 

theologiae (q.27-59). The mysteries of Christ's nativity, baptism, transfiguration, passion, 

and resurrection as elaborated by Aquinas were analyzed in detail from the perspective of a 

theology of revelation. Christ, true man and true God, is at once the Deus absconditus and 

the Deus manifestus, since his humanity simultaneously conceals and manifests his divinity.  

Three fields of research come together in the discussion of this topic: 1) a synthetic 

examination of the existential Christology developed by Thomas in q.27-59; 2) Aquinas’ 

contribution to the theology of the Deus absconditus, which he interprets Christologically 

on the basis of Isaiah 45:15; 3) Thomas’ theology of revelation, that emerges from the acta 

et passa Christi as a central locus theologicus. In Christ, revelation is not an abstract concept, 

but takes place within his concrete life.  

Chapter one presents an introductory synthesis of the concept of “mystery” according 

to Thomas. For him, a mystery always implies the characteristics of concealment, 

knowledge, and sign, which are then explained in the various mysteries of Christ. This 

understanding of the concept of mystery serves as a hermeneutical key for analysis.  

Chapter two examines q.36 on the manifestation of Christ’s nativity. Thomas situates 

Christ’s entrance into this world within a broader framework between concealment and 

revelation. Focusing on Is 45:15, Thomas unfolds the three main motives why the birth of 

Jesus should not be manifested to everyone. Throughout the entire treatise, Thomas makes 

frequent use of the Dionysian lex divinitus.  

Chapter three explores qq.38-39 on the baptism of Christ as a Trinitarian mystery of 

revelation. It examines the phenomena of manifestation that accompany the act of baptism: 

the opening of heaven, the descent of the Spirit in the form of a dove, and the Father’s voice 

proclaiming Christ's sonship. Thomas integrates the via negativa into the sacramentality of 

revelation and into the positive revelatory content of the mysteries.  

Chapter four examines q.45 on the transfiguration of Christ in its Christological, 

eschatological, and spiritual aspects as a prophecy of the paschal mystery. The 

transfiguration is a luminous manifestation of Christ’s divinity and glory, which at the same 

time underscores the deliberate and habitual hiddenness of that divinity.  

Chapter five elaborates on the Passion of Christ, wherein Thomas perceives the 

divinity of Christ as hidden in his infirmitas. The connection that Aquinas draws between 
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Deus absconditus, kenosis, and infirmitas is explained. Christ accomplishes redemption 

while veiling his divinity.  

Chapter six studies q.55 on the manifestation of Christ's resurrection, which Thomas 

presents within the larger framework of his model of revelation. Thomas emphasizes the 

self-manifestation of the glorified Lord. Christ’s appearances in varying forms highlight that 

divine revelation is perceived according to the viewer’s inner dispositions.  

Chapter seven presents a synthesis of Thomas’ theology of the hidden-manifest God 

in the mysteries of Christ. I distinguish four dimensions of divine hiddenness: the 

metaphysical dimension, divine hiddenness in relation to the incarnation, the hiddenness of 

God within the economy of salvation, and Christ’s soteriological hiddenness in suffering. 

Similarly, I draw out four aspects of Aquinas’ concept of “manifestation”: the visible 

appearance of the divine as perceived by the senses, a purely spiritual act of grasping an 

intelligible truth through illumination or syllogism, a public announcement of an event by 

witnesses, and a specific act of God’s self-revelation introducing us into his mystery.  

In the chiaroscuro of faith, God is both the hidden and the revealed. In Christ he has 

sufficiently shown himself so that we can recognize him and at the same time he remains 

appropriately hidden so that we continue to seek him.  
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