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ABSTRACT 

Saint Thomas Aquinas throughout his career proposed many arguments for the 

existence of the angels across various theological and philosophical works. This dissertation 

aims to present them in a chronological order and evaluate them according to his own 

thought and sources in order to bring to light developments in his thought regarding this 

particular area of study. Thus, the investigation will first consider what St. Thomas wrote 

concerning the separate substances from his understanding of Plato and Aristotle and with 

what ideas Aquinas would have been familiar with respect to the Aristotelian commentators 

as well as the thought of his contemporaries especially in the medieval University of Paris. 

The central focus of this dissertation, as reflected in the order of presentation, is the 

development of St. Thomas’s own arguments from his earlier works which became more 

elegant as his thought matured with time. This approach shows that the array of his 

multifaceted arguments forms two distinct categories, as much chronologically as 

thematically, firstly, into the many early and (mostly) a priori arguments from fittingness of 

order and perfection in the universe, and secondly, into the later and quia demonstration 

from the operations of demons. A historical survey of the reception of his arguments caps 

this study and brings to light the relevance of Aquinas’s thought in the various eras of 

Thomism and gives a more robust perspective of the status quaestionis today. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Works of Saint Thomas Aquinas 

 

In Phys. Commentaria in Aristotelis libros Physicorum 

De ente De ente et essentia 

De subs. sep. De substantiis separatis 

In Metaph. In duodecum libros Metaphysicorum Aristotelis expositio 

In de Div. Nom. In librum Beati Dionysii de Divinis Nominibus expositio 

Q. de spir. creat. Quaestio disputata de spiritualibus creaturis 

Q. de malo Quaestiones disputatae de malo 

Q. de pot. Quaestiones disputatae de potentia 

Q. de ver.  Quaestiones disputatae de veritate 

De 36 art. Responsio ad Lectorem Venetum de 46 articulis 

De 43 art. Responsio ad Magistrum Ioannes de Vercellis de 43 articulis 

In Sent. Scriptum super libros sententiarum 

In De anima Sentencia libri De anima 

SCG Summa Contra Gentiles 

ST Summa Theologiae 

Super Boeth. de Trin. Super libros Boethii De Trinitate et De hebdomadibus 

Super Librum de Causis Super Librum de Causis expositio 
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