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ABSTRACT

In the Gospel of Luke, we witness three significant encounters between John the
Baptist and Jesus (Lk 1:39-56; 3:21-22; 7:18-24). The first encounter, a pre-natal meeting,
occurs at the Visitation scene (Luke 1:39-56). This encounter serves as the central point of
Luke’s Infancy Narrative, marking the introduction of John the Baptist’s characterization,
calling, and mission. The encounter is mediated by prophetic figures in the scene, including
Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, Simeon, and Anna. At the core of this encounter, John the
Baptist, in a unique and profound act, leaped into the womb (éoxiptnoey T6 Ppédos &v T
xotAle a0THs - the baby leaped in her womb) in Lk 1:41. Elizabeth later describes this leap as
‘leaped for joy’ (éoxipTnoev év ayaiiiaget) in Lk 1:44. This unique action of John the Baptist
in his mother’s womb signifies his sanctification, consecration, and confirmation of his

prophetic calling.

The phrase, ‘¢oxiptyoev év ayadiidaet,” not only underscores the involvement of the
Holy Spirit through Mary, the mother of Jesus, in John’s “in-womb” encounter but also
highlights Elizabeth’s role in bearing witness to this significant milestone in God’s plan for
Salvation. This dual role of Elizabeth and Mary is a testament to the mystery of God’s unique
role in the Salvation of his people. Drawing on the wider context of the OT, specifically the
“in-womb” election of some prophets, this research analyzes Luke 1:41, 44 in the light of
Jeremiah 1:5. This thematic link demonstrates that at the moment of his “in-womb”
encounter, John the Baptist is prepared to respond positively to his prophetic calling as the
one who would prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Lk 1:76).

This initial encounter of John the Baptist in the Gospel of Luke, signified by his ‘leap
for joy,” serves as a bridge between the OT and the NT, linking one prophetic era to another
with many characteristics of the OT prophets before him. An examination of the call
narratives of the prophets in the OT portray the pattern which the prophets followed in their
call experiences, and which we identify, albeit without “strait-jacket” parameters in the
calling and mission of John the Baptist. One of the primary literary features Luke uses in the
IN is its elegant intertwining of the birth stories of John and Jesus presenting them in a
parallel fashion. In any case, the Infancy Narrative in its final form grants Jesus complete

priority, and Luke has brought the whole account into conformity with his presentation of



John the Baptist as the forerunner of Christ and the inaugurator of the period of fulfillment,

emphasizing the historical and theological depth of the encounters.

Extensive scholarly analysis of Luke’s Infancy Narrative (Lk 1:5-2:52) and
particularly the scene of the Visitation (Lk 1:39-45) from various perspectives tend to
concentrate on John the Baptist’s action as primarily an inauguration of messianic joy and a
demonstration of John’s role as a precursor of the Messiah. In this line of thought, John the
Baptist’s ‘leap for joy’ is intended by him as recognition of his relation to Jesus, and he
acknowledges him as “the Lord.” The use of the verb oxiptaw (éoxiptyoev), which is
severally found in the OT, points to his theological and literary purpose to place John the
Baptist as a link between the OT and the NT. Accordingly, it is more likely that Lk 1:41, 44
is a different motif configuration from Gen 25:22, especially since the verb is also interpreted
in the pericope itself as an expression of joy (Lk 1:44). Notwithstanding, Gen 25:22 is the
only passage in the Septuagint that associates oxiptaw with the movement of unborn children
in the womb. So, there is some evidence that the allusion may have been intentional on
Luke’s part. Throughout the NT, éoxiptnoev(he leaped) from oxiptaw (to leap) is used only
three times and only in the Gospel of Luke 1:41, 44, and 6:23. This gives this particular
expression a specific semantic connotation which expresses Luke’s probable influence from

the LXX and OT texts in the composition of his narrative.

John the Baptist becomes the beginning of a vocational story that has its place and
time in the history of Salvation. Every vocation receives its specific character and has a
definite historical significance that must be identified and projected. Like Jeremiah, John the
Baptist’s “in-womb” calling exemplifies authentic prophetic ministry today. The Church will
always need prophets who will continue to spread the message of Salvation, the ‘joy of the
gospel’. The authenticity of every genuine vocation must have its roots in a particular
experience of the call, a special moment when the one called makes a positive response, and
the validation of his call by the ecclesial community. The proliferation of false prophets and
prophecies results from the absence of the initial call encounter, that is, the problem of
prophets whom God did not call, who rather “called God.” In the end, the light of John the
Baptist’s “in-womb” calling, which propels his mission, stands as a vocational yardstick for

fruitful vocational discernment in contemporary pastoral ministry.
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